Reco Hotel

The Paystreak, 17 Apr 1897: Reco Hotel being painted. [Not the same Reco Hotel as Johnny’s]

Mining Review, 11 Sept 1897: D. Bongard leases Reco Hotel.

Mining Review, 8 Jan 1898: Black sells hotel to Harris and Kelly for undisclosed price.

The Paystreak, 8 Jan 1898: JMH buys Black’s Hotel on Dec. 30 for $15,000. To take possession Feb. 1.

Silvertonian, 8 Jan 1898: J.M. Harris has purchased Black's Hotel at Sandon. Mr. Harris now owns three of the leading hotel buildings in that mining metropolis.

Mining Review, 5 Feb 1898: Harris takes possession of Black’s Hotel and changes name to Reco.

Mining Review, 12 Feb 1898: “Mr. Harris is giving the Reco hotel (late Black’s) an entire over-hauling, fitting it up with all the most modern and approved appliances. He may not re-open for some time. The delay is giving the other hotels in the place a considerable increase in business.”

Mining Review, 2 Apr 1898: Harris hires Mr. Macdonald of Trail to run the Reco. Renos to be complete in a few days.
Mining Review, 9 Apr 1898: Harris adds kitchen to rear of Reco Hotel.

Mining Review, 16 Apr 1898: Macdonagh to open Reco Hotel in a few days.

Mining Review, 14 May 1898: Reco Hotel has its formal opening on 12 May 1898. Repainted inside and out, fitted with new furniture, grand ball in Virginia Hall attended by 50 couples. Music by Sandon orchestra. Dancing from 9-12 then midnight supper. Dining hall seated nearly the entire assembly. Dancing resumed and continued till nearly 3 a.m.

Mining Review, 4 Jun 1898: Man who kept the old Reco hotel has “gone up himself and so have a few of his creditors.”

The Miner, 20 Oct 1898: J. Gable, manager Reco Hotel

Payroll sheet of 4 Feb 1900 in my collection shows the hotel had a full-time staff of 10: two bartenders, two cooks, a chambermaid, two dining room and kitchen staff (i.e. waitresses), one porter, one person in charge of the pantry, and what appears to be one person part-time “dining room and kitchen and shower.” The cook was the highest paid at $17.50 a week, followed by the bartenders at $15 each. Annie Egan was not on the payroll then if she ever was.

The Paystreak, 4 May 1900: Value of the Reco Hotel given as $30,000, no insurance. Harris tele-graphs $500 to relief committee and returns immediately.

The Paystreak, 19 May 1900: Harris building a new two-storey office building. Harris’ safe opened in the ruins of the Virginia block. Everything found in perfect condition although the vault had been subjected to intense heat.

Writes letter denying the water system gave out: “I find that both the water systems were supplied all the time with an abundance of water and that one system lots its pressure only after a number [of] lines of hose had been permitted to burn up.”

The Paystreak, 27 May 1900:
Fire chief replies to Harris: “The water from the hydrant in front of the Reco Hotel played out in just half an hour from the time of the first alarm …”

The Paystreak, 16 Jun 1900:
Reco applies for license renewal

The Paystreak, 23 Jun 1900:
THE NEW RECO
J.M. Harris will have an hotel that will surpass the old one in comfort and convenience
“The new Reco,” says J.M. Harris, “will be a far better hotel than the old one. It may not have accommodation for quite as many guests, but it will certainly be more comfortable and convenient. Come down and take a look at it. It won’t cost you anything to look around anyway.” We did. We went down to see it, and this is what we saw.
The building formerly occupied by the Hammond Bros. Company is a substantially constructed concern 60 x 80 feet square. When it was decided to transmogrify the building into a hotel, the building was found to be suitable to the purpose, in size and construction.
On the ground floor of the new hotel will be found a dining room 24x60, with the kitchen, pantry, store rooms, ice chest, etc., taking up all the lower side of the building. Just at present the plasterers are finishing up their work on this part of the hotel while the carpenters are laying off half a dozen dining boxes for the accommodation of guests who desire privacy. The hall and stairway goes right through the middle of the building, and in the upper side will be found the bar room, billiard room, club rooms and a barber shop all laid out in the most convenient manner imaginable. So far only the partitions have been put in on this side, but the lathers are doing some rapid work and the plastering will be done next week. Billiard and pool tables, bar fixtures, etc., have been ordered and will be on hand as soon as the builders are thru with their work. Upstairs the building is laid off in 20 large, well-lighted, airy bed-rooms, with a parlor at the front and rear and a corridor office room in the middle of the house. The electricians are now at work doing the wiring. The central switchboard and annunciator will be so arranged that connections with any part of the building can be handled without interfering with other rooms. The plumbing will be of the most modern design and the fire protection feature will be so thoroughly regarded that the hotel will be virtually fire-proof.
There are 30 mechanics on the building now and more will be put on as soon as room can be found for them. The construction is being rushed thru in order that the new hotel may be open for business not later than the 14th of July, just three weeks from today.

The Paystreak, 23 Jun 1900: Work on Harris’ office building was suspended this week on account of a shortage of carpenters. Several mechanics arrived from Nelson in the last couple of days and work will be under full swing again today.

The Paystreak, 23 Jun 1900: Fred Donaldson will occupy one of the stores in the Harris new building.

The Paystreak, 30 Jun 1900: Rapid progress is being made on the new Reco, The Filbert, and Harris’ office block.

The Paystreak, 14 Jul 1900: Harris’ new hotel and office building are both going ahead rapidly. The hotel will not be opened on the 14th as promised but the delay will not be long.

The Paystreak, 21 Jul 1900: D.J. Robertson has the contract for furnishing the Reco Hotel. He will receive two carloads of furniture from the east today.

The Paystreak, 28 Jul 1900:
Reco Hotel opened
Altho the finishing touches have not been put on yet, the Reco Hotel was open for business on Wednesday night. Only a few of the rooms have been furnished yet, but the rest of the furniture is now being placed and by tonight or tomorrow all the rooms will be occupied. The carpenters are still working in the dining room and kitchen but should be done in a few days. The new Reco, when completed, fills all the expectations. Altho not as large as the old hotel, it is laid out in a more modern design and will quickly become known as one of the most comfortable and commodious stopping places in the Kootenay.

The Paystreak, 4 Aug 1900: Bank of B.C. to occupy lower flor of Harris office building.

The Paystreak, 11 Aug 1900: The Reco Hotel dining room will open tomorrow. The fixtures and furnishings are the best in the Slocan and the cuisine will be unexcelled.

The Paystreak, 1 Sept 1900:
Formal opening of the Hotel Reco
The ball on Thursdeay evening which marked the formal opening of the Hotel Reco was a success in every sense of the word. Nearly 200 dancers gathered in the big hotel and tripped to the strains of the Sandon orchestra until an early hour. The house was gaily decorated and brilliantly lighted upstairs and down, presenting a gaudy and festive appearance. The large dining room makes an ideal dancing hall and it was crowded from the first to the last number on the program. Supper was served to the large concourse of merrymakers in the dining room and the viands produced did credit to the house and the management.

Mining Review, 1 Sept 1900:
The Opening Ball
On Thursday evening last, a grand ball was held in honor of the opening of the Hotel Reco, which was well attended by local people, besides a large number from Nelson and other points. The dance room was decorated for the occasion. Some very pretty dresses were worn by the ladies. Trenary’s orchestra — Mrs. Funk, Messr. Trenarey, Duff, and O’Neil furnished good music. Cards and other amusements were enjoyed. Last of all was the elaborate supper, with the delicacies of the season, was equal to any ever given in the city.

A good description (although how accurate it is I don’t know) of the first Hotel Reco is in Ladies of Easy Virtue in the West Kootenay, Ken Morrow, 2007, p. 10

Nelson Daily News, 27 Oct 1904: Classified ad by JMH. Hotel Reco for lease, “perfectly lighted and heated.”


Sandon Mining Standard, 20 Jan 1906:
The Reco closed temporary [sic] last Tuesday, the lease of Bewley and Ritchie having expired. We are not certain as to how long this leading hostelry will be without an occupant. The late proprietors went behind almost from the start, but with admirable courage kept on losing until their lease terminated. The Reco was the only hotel in Sandon to advertise in the Standard, the late proprietors did so not because they hoped to benefit thereby, but simply to help along this paper. Between the add. and job work they made it possible for the local editor to board there. He was always welcome, whether with or without money, and he was more often without, but that made no difference. Now that his happy home is closed, he will have to try batching until his stomach gets out of order until the roses bloom again.

Slocan Mining Review, 17 Jan 1907: After being closed down for nearly a year, the Reco Hotel, owned by J.M. Harris of Sandon, has once more resumed its old-time vigor. Wm. Bennett is the new boss, he having taken the handsome hotel in its entirely. After being such a heavy loser in the disastrous Filbert fire, everybody is particularly pelased to see Mr. Bennett in harness again.

The Ledge, 18 Jun 1908: The Reco hotel is closed up and Billy Bennett has moved to rooms near the post office.

The Kootenaian, 11 Mar 1909 (and passim): Ad for Hotel Reco, Mrs. Mackinnon, prop. 

The Kootenaian, 26 Aug 1909: Mr. J.M. Harris has leased the fine Reco hotel to Messrs. N. Hurlburt and C. Stewart. The establishment has long enjoyed an excellent reputation, which is sure to be maintained by the present proprietors, who have our best wishes for success.

The Kootenaian, 7 Sept 1922: Harris spends $2,000 painting the Reco Hotel and Virginia Block.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Arrow Lakes News, 16 Dec 1954, quoted in same, 11 Dec 2014: Reco Hotel in Sandon is about to close its doors for the first time in half a century. The many friends of Mrs. J.M. Harris were hosts Saturday night at a surprise party that literally raised the roof (well, cracked the plaster actually). Mrs. Harris plans to spend the winter with her parents in Alberta.

