
DAVIS FAMILY MISC. 
 
itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.htm 
 
George W. Davis 
Regiment: 6 Virginia Cavalry.  
Side: Confederate   
Company: H   
Rank In: Private   
Rank Out: 1 Lieutenant   
Film Number: M382 roll 14  
 
itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.htm 
 
L. Morgan Davis  
Regiment: 18 Batt'n Virginia Heavy Artillery 
Side: Confederate   
Company: E   
Rank In: Pvt.   
Rank Out: Pvt.   
Film Number: M382 roll 14 .  
 
VAFAUQUI-L Archives 
Archiver > VAFAUQUI > 2008-04 > 

1208020382 
————————————————— 
 
From: cpzb4@aol.com  
Subject: Re: [VAFAUQUI] Willis G. Smith  
Date: Sat, 12 Apr 2008 13:13:02  
 
Not related as of yet. LOL!!! Have been trying 

to find out more of Rebecca Spicer. 
 
June 
Marriage Bond Fauquier Co? [source: John K. 

Gott] 
SMITH, Willis G. & Sally Smith,?  
Feb. 2, 1807 - bdsm: John P. Smith 
NOTE:? AKA: Sally 
 
FARROW, John R. & Susan M. Smith 
Oct. 26, 1835 - bdsm: John P. Smith, father MR 

Oct. 29, 1835) 
 
Fauquier Guardian Bonds: 

JOHN P. SMITH, gdn. of Rebecca Smith, orph. 
of John Smith (Bumberry), 

 
dec’d. 22 June 1818. For $1,000. Sec: John A. 

W. Smith and Inman Horner.  
J.P.: William Bower, Nimrod Farrow, Asa 

Hume and Francis Martin. 
 
JOHN P. SMITH, gdn. of Joseph Smith and 

Noah Smith, orphs. of John 
 
Smith (Bumberry), dec’d, 22 June 1818. For 

$2,000. Sec: John A. W. Smith, 
 
Inman Horner. J.P.: William Bower, Nimrod 

Farrow, Francis Martin and Asa 
 
Hume 
 
John P. Smith guardian of Joseph Smith and 

Noah Smith, orphans of John Smith?(of 
Bumberry), decd., 22 June 1818. For $2000. 
Security: John A.W. Smith, Inman Horner. JP: 
William Bower, Nimrod Farrow, Francis Martin 
and Asa Hume. 

=========================
=== 

 
Husband: John (B.) SMITH Also known as 

“John Smith of Bumbry” 
Born: 19 Jul 1746 in St. Paul’s Pr. King George 

Co. VA 1 
 
John P. Smith guardian of Joseph Smith and 

Noah Smith, orphans of John Smith?(of 
Bumberry), decd., 22 June 1818. For $2000. 
Security: John A.W. Smith, Inman Horner. JP: 
William Bower, Nimrod Farrow, Francis Martin 
and Asa Hume. 

=========================
=== 

 
Husband: John (B.) SMITH Also known as 

“John Smith of Bumbry” 
 
Born: 19 Jul 1746 in St. Paul’s Pr. King George 

Co. VA 1 



Died: Abt May 1815 in Fauquier Co. VA (see 
note 1) 

 
Occupation: 1768 Overseer 2 (see note 2) 
 
Father: John SMITH 
Mother: Margaret GRIGSBY 
 
=========================

=== 
 
James T. Ball and his wife Margaret P. Ball met 

Sally Smith at the Circuit Superior Court of Law 
in Fauquier County to settle the controversy over 
the will of Willis G. Smith, for which Sally Smith 
was administrator. The Balls did not think that 
they had been given the proper amount they had 
been bequeathed in the will. In the case, the court 
ruled that Sally Smith pay the Ball’s nothing, but 
it did rule that she pay her relatives, who Willis 
G. Smith had given money in his will. In total, 
Sally Smith was ordered to pay five relatives two 
hundred and seventy seven dollars and seventy 
cents. In addition to this ruling, the court stated 
that Sally Smith should not charge Joseph B. 
Smith rent for the house and property he had 
been given in the will, and in the place of rent he 
should make repairs to the house. Furthermore, 
it was said that the house be sold by auction, the 
proceeds from which would be used to pay court 
costs. It is not known whether Sally Smith 
fulfilled the order of the court and paid her 
relatives their allotted amount or if the house was 
successfully auctioned off. Matters like this 
episode were common at the time. Though, it is 
interesting that a woman, Sally Smith, handled 
the proceedings. From the court notice it can be 
assumed that she was the widow of Willis G. 
Smith, which makes her involvement in the 
matter plausible. However, if she was not his wife 
the ordinary proceeding would have been to have 
the oldest son administer the will. At the time, it 
was normal proceedings to auction off the land of 
the deceased if the remaining family members 
could not afford to keep it, as in this case. N.S.A  

 
Citations: 

The Times, October 11, 1845. (Micfilm N-US 
NC-64, Alderman Library, University of Virginia.) 
Polly J. Price, “Land Restrictions in the American 
Common Law: Exploring the Relative Autonomy 
Paradigm” The American Journal of Legal 
History, Vol.43, No.2. (1999) 152-171. 

 
=========================

=== 
 
This John P. Smith is John Smith of Bumberry? 

who married: 
 
SMITH, John & Rebecca Spicer 
Dec. 24, 1787 - bdsm: d/o Wm. 
 
To see more on John Smith of Bumbry,? go to: 

64.233.169.104/searchq= 
cache:JLb_CKHbm_sJ:www.geocities.com/jd_ball
2001/bumbry.pdf+john+smith,+bumberry&hl=
en&ct=clnk&cd=7&gl=us 

=========================
=== 

 
Husband: Willis G. SMITH, SR. 
Born: ? at:? 
Married: 2 FEB 1807 at: Fauquier Co. VA?  
Died: Abt 1830 at: Fauquier Co. VA?  
Father: Capt. Joseph SMITH 
Mother: (UNKNOWN) 
Wife: Sarah SMITH 
Born: Abt 1788 at: VA  
Died: 24 NOV 1857 at:  
Rappahannock Co (?) VA?  
Father: John SMITH 
Mother: Margaret PULLER 
CHILDREN 
 
Name: Margaret Puller SMITH 
Born: Fauquier Co. VA?  
Married: 12 JUN 1818 at:? 
Died: 1 JAN 1841 at: Bridgeton, St. Louis Co. 

MO 
Spouses: James T. BALL?  
 
Name: James G. SMITH 
Born: Abt 1808 at: VA 
Married: ? at:? 



Died: ? at:?  
 
Name: Joseph B. SMITH 
Born: Abt 1814 at: Fauquier Co. VA 
Married: ? at:? 
Died: 27 FEB 1889 at: nr. Vernon Mills, 

Fauquier Co. VA?  
 
Name: John P. SMITH 
Born: Abt 1815 at: VA 
Married: ? at:? 
Died: Abt MAR 1863 at: Fauquier Co. VA?  
Spouses:  
Name: Mary SMITH 
Born: Abt 1825 at: VA 
Married: Aft 1850 at:? 
Died: ? at ? 
Spouses: John Thomas SMITH 
 
Name: Sarah Ann SMITH 
Born: Abt 1828 at: VA 
Married: ? at: ? 
Died: BET 1880 - 1900? at: Fauquier Co. VA 
Spouses: George W. DAVIS?  
 
——-Original Message——- 
From: Thomas & Sandra Stephens 

<twssls@flash.net> 
To: VAFAUQUI@rootsweb.com 
Sent: Sat, 12 Apr 2008 11:54 am 
Subject: [VAFAUQUI] Names from Chancery 

Records 
 
Those Chancery records on the Library of VA 

site are great - I found several records pertaining 
to my Rogers line. 

 
Can someone help me out with two names in 

these suits? 
 
Gabriel Rogers vs. Sarah Smith (widow of 

Willis G. Smith) - who was WILLIS G. SMITH? 
Gabriel Rogers vs. Stephen Rogers, William P. 

Rogers and John T. Newman - who was JOHN T. 
NEWMAN? 

 
Thanks for any info on these two men. 
 

Sandra 
 

WILLIAM (BILLY) HARRIS 
Three men named William Harris lived in the Couer 

d’Alenes in the 1880s and '90s. They had different 
middle initials, but the newspapers often mixed them up. 

 
• William E. Harris was in reality Arthur 

Davis. 
 
• William S. Harris was described in one 

instance as a Mullan butcher, but appeared to be 
married, whereas Arthur remained a life-long 
bachelor. He was a partner in the firm of Harris 
and Baskerville of Burke and had a subcontract to 
clear right-of-way for the Northern Pacific 
railroad. He was also a partner with Billy Daxon 
in a saloon at Gem, Idaho. 

 
• William J. Harris ran the Branch Mint 

restaurant at Wallace and the Windsor Hotel at 
Mullan in the late 1880s. He was the same age as 
Arthur and also had a brother named John, but 
was a Canadian, who later managed the LeRoi 
mine at Rossland, British Columbia, and ran The 
Harris hotel in the metropolis of Spokane, Wash., 
where he and his wife were prominent socially. 
Their daughter Louise died tragically, but 
heroically, in a 1904 shipwreck. Mourners at her 
funeral included W.S. Harris and William Harris 
— possibly relatives, but just as likely the men 
from Idaho with whom her father was often 
confused. 

 
Jim Wardner of Wardner, Idaho, Jim Wardner, 

1900, p. 81-82: 
Spokane now has hundreds of mining men who 

have made a legitimate success and one looks 
back with pleasure to the rustling and struggling 
and the merit and square dealing of such men as 
… Fred Kelly [and] Billy Harris … 

 
The Paystreak, 30 Jan 1897:  
William Harris of Spokane is visiting his 

brother, J.M. Harris of this city. 
 
The Paystreak, 20 Feb 1897:  



W. Harris left last week for Rossland after a 
prolonged stay in this bustling city. 

 
The Paystreak, 21 Aug 1897:  
J.M. Harris and his brother W.H. Harris are at 

the Halcyon Hot Springs for a week. 
 
Rossland Evening Record, 19 Nov 1898:  
“Silvertip” Billy Harris is in town from 

Northport, a suburb of Rossland.” 
 
Rossland Evening Record, 21 Nov 1898:  
“Silver Tip” Billy Harris left today for 

Northport. 
 
Rossland Miner, 22 Nov 1898:  
William Harris, better known as Silvertip 

Harris, who returned a day or so ago from an 
extended visit in the east, left yesterday for 
Northport. 

 
The Kootenaian, 1 Dec 1898:  
Billy Harris, brother of John Harris of the Reco 

was here last night and left this morning for 
Rossland. Bill is well known to all old Coeur 
d’Aleners. 

 
Mining Review, 30 Sept 1899:  
“Mr. J.M. Harris has laid out some nice trips 

for his brother, who is visiting him.” They went 
to Halcyon, and also planned “to go to Spokane 
exposition for a week, returning here to spend a 
few days before leaving for the east, where J.M. 
intends spending the winter.” 

 
Mining Review, 30 Sept 1899:  
Mr. George B. Harris, brother of J.M. Harris, 

from the old home in Virginia, has been in the 
city for some days seeing the sights and intends 
to remain until he sees them all, which he is free 
to confess, from present observations, will take 
him longer than he expected … 

 
Mining Review, 14 Oct 1899:  
Mr. C.J. Smith accompanied the Messrs. Harris 

to Spokane on Sunday last to do the fair. 
 
 

 
 


