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3 June, 1978
Dear Johus

It 1s easier to return from Greece bodily than it is mentally,
Physically I know that I am in Miemi, because it is hot, mentally
I am still chaaing ewes up the slopes of Delphi,

However, I have had time to do more then just look at the material
you sent while T was away. Tomorrow I start work on the ners. 1
bave all I need in that depariment,

The Vernom Eills meterial appears to nrav1de a ¢lue to the
relationship of Jobn Puller Smith and Wlllls Golder Smith in an
unexpected way, If you refer 4o the Leeds FHanor map of 1817 you
will find that Copt. Joseph Smith had 673 acres adjoining 102
acres Turner Dixon purchased from the Larshallf., In the division of
the Turner Dixon esitcte this land ineluding the mill, fell 4o William
Dixow, who moon died, George B. Dixon s01d part of this 280 acres
conteining the mill to James Morehead (34a 1r 37p) 2 Nov. 1832. fThe
remainder he sold ‘o Maria Willis (248s 3r 28p) on the same day.
Maria Willis died 5 Oct, 1835 and her executor James Keith Marshall
(probably her great nephew) put her land up to avction, It was

bid in by his brother, Edward Carrington Mearshall, End of the story

of that lend,

However Capt. Joseph was, I am nearly certaing the father of
Willis Golder Smith and the brother of John Winn Smith (1745-1811)
They were sons of ______ Smith (ca. 1720~%?) and his wife -

Golder, who lived neay Fredericksburg. Hence the name Golder avpears
in both familieses In the division of the estate of Captain Joseph
Smith, Willis Golder Smith's share was 96 acres ad joining Morehead's
Kill on Thumb Run, Willis Golder Smith, (1777-1820), married, 1805
his first cousin Sarah(fally) Smith (b: 1779). He was dead before
1832 when Morehead bought the mill from the Dixon estate. His son
Willis Goldexr Smith, Jre. died in 1832, also before the sale. ,However
the eldest sons of W,Gw Smith Sr, were James, Joseph and John, one of
whom probably inkierited the %ract adjoining Norehead's 1ill, The

‘house at Vernon Mills could not have been built by Willis Golder Smith,

and was certainly nog+built before 1832,
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The most likely individuale to have purchased the Morehead Kill
$ract botween Nove 1832 and 1840 was Joseph B, Smith, b: 1810
who wag -22 in 1832, and hisg brother John P. Smith who was 1S,
..Thay,.or-one of -them, apparently built the new will and the house
which aprears %o date from the period. Their uncle, John Pullier
Smith lived until 1838, theiymother in Sept. 1657. The boys gold
gome of their mother's slaves to pay off other heirs of Capt. Joseph
Smithe That is apparenmtly what the chancery suit wus all about.
Jemes Go Swith and his sisters Largaret (wife of Jzumes T Ball) and
sally (wife of George W, Davis) had probable cause for complaint thatb
they were getting the short end of the stick in ihe division of their
wothérts slaves, but the case is so compliccted that it would fake
Solomon to figure it out. Obviocusly the solution wos wmot %o cfit each
slave in five pieces and give each one,

Then, -to complicate things further Layy Smith, snother daughtey
sfPWillis Golder and Sally (Smith) Smish, rarried her cousin John
Thomas ‘Smith (kuown as John T. Smith) gn 1858, when Sally (Smith)

{” ‘Smith died 28 Fov. 1957 everything wee roady for o nice big chancery

suit in whioh‘Smiths had married Smiths to the Ltt“r confusion of
most people, When the Vernon [Hlls estote wasa sgvveved in March, 1860
the surveyor did not lwow which Smith owsed it . The blank space ..
probebly indicotes the late Ira., Sally Smith, as che was the only one
. who owned both halves and was also"late”, However he got the d i B
Tract” survey wrong at 41 acres. He was probably prodded by -loud
screams from the Earqhalls %0 resurvey 1t in accordance with the old
George B, Dixon o James Morehead survey of 1832, (14q 1r 28p)
The property hos about the same configuration today (See mep) Part
of it is Lot 7 (see 4) Host of the rest is in Clarence Davis!
YRunvymeade®, This latter tract appears to contain a Lot more of
Capte Joseph Smith's 673 ecres , plus part of the Dixon tract south
of "Bleak House" part of Iucius Dixon's dower land he sold to Thomas
Dixon Scott.

There is some guesswork in the above. Tell me where I guessed wrong!

I have not proof-resd the Dixon Valley text (and dont't plan to0)
trfented Ji e ehee) » BIAren.Snring.: Tldewe e Fraw danarmBime. .
probably "Xastwood", Westwood, Mount Jett ard old NMorelsnd., I zm merely
referring %o the part of Moreland outside the Dixon tract,.

o

There is some confusion in my mind about Valleydale Farm despite



C

all the information you have sent me. Referring azain to the %ax

mep enclosed, I cannot place Brown's Lane, prinecipally becauss Ada

is pot speeifically located. I sssume that it follows one of the

lot lines into Hacker's, but which one? The entrance seems %o be from
the east, but on the ftax map it shows from the south on o road by the
church, Can you locate approxinotely the old chimmey on Hhe tax raPe
of which I am sending two copies, ohe t0 return with conment. Fousibly
the "lower house't waz one of the outhuildings of "Iostwocd? and the
chimey marks the gite of the manor house,



