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William Harrison Triplett

William Harrison Triplett, 1783-1856, youngest son of Simon and
Martha (Lane) Triplett, studied medicine and, but for a brief tour
of duty in the War of 1812, practiced in Front Royal, Virginia.
He married, 1806, Catherine Foote Alexander, daughter of John Stuart
and Catherine (Foote) Alexander. Her mother, Catherine Foote, was
a daughter of Richard and Margaret (Helm) Foote of "Truro", Prince
William County. She was descended from Nicholas Hayward (not Haywood)

and Richard Foote, two of the four men who patented the Brent Town
Tract (30,000 acres in Prince Willdiam amA Beuas -~ “es) in 1685.
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Hayward Foote Triplett

Hayward Foofe Triplett, 1807-1890, eldest son of William Harrison
and Catherine Foote (Alexander) Triplett, lived briefly at "Kt. Pleas-
ant until his marriage, 19 April, 1831 to Evelina McLain ILewis,
daughter of Francis Montgomery and Martha (Bennett) Lewis of "Rose
Lount", Prince William County. (mear Manassas). They lived on part
of the Lewis estate until their home was ruined in the _first Battle
of lianassas. They then moved to a cabin in the Bull Run Kountains.
They later lived at "The Hermitage" near Haymarket. Hayward Foote

Triplett was a teacher though the location of his school is not
d ocumented.

Hayward Foote and Evelina Mclain (Lewis) Triplett had twelve
children: William Foote; William Harrison; Americus Foote; Eugenia
Foote; Virginia Alexandia; Hayward Foote; Florence Alexander; Arthur
Wellington; Theodore Montgomery; Philip Alexander; Leonidas; and
Martha Catherine. Of these the 1lst, 3rd, 4th and 5th died in child-
hood or early youth,unmarried. Florence Alexander never married
but lived to an advanced age. Leonidas was murdered in Orlean at
the age of 29. Arthur Wellington Triplett married Mary Ellen Davenport
Gaskins and had six children., Theodore lontgomery Triplett married
Mary Agnes Lake and had five childremn. Philip Alexander Triplett
married Lucy Temple Spilman and had three children. After her death

at an early age, he married Helen Chamberlain. There were no children
of that marriage.

Hayward Foote Triplett and his wife are buried in the Lewis family
cemetery at "Rose Mount", (graves as yet unmarked)



“'a practical wisdom and a light touch to work on legislative matters.
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Alfred Gaskins Triplett, born in 1880, died without issue in 1952, 1In
1926 he bought his mother"s old home "Eastview'. Having no children, it
was sold after his death and so, after more tha a hundred years, no descen-
dant of Joseph Hunton lived in the old house. Mary Arthur Triplett married
-lian Kelley. She survives him and now (1961) lives at Wildwood Farm near
.rrenton.

Theodore Montgomery Triplett was born on the 4th of February, 1848, On
the 18th of December, 1877, he married Mary Agnes Lake (1851-1935), daughter
of William Harrison Lake and granddaughter of Ludwell Lake in whose home,
"Lakeland", on the night of December 2lst, 1863, Colonel John Singleton
Moseby was shot by Federal snipers while dining with Lake and his two
daughters. The Lakes were a family prominent in the settlement of Fauquier
County. John Lake and his two brothers first came to Fauquier about 1752.
In 1773 he purchased land from the Glascock family and built a house which
burned in 1849. '"Lakeland", built in 1787 by Daniel Morin, was bought by
James Lake and passed to Ludwell Lake in 1843.

They had four children, William Wirt Triplett, Mary Foote Triplett,
Leonidas lake Triplett and Theodore Montgomery Triplett. Leonidas Lake
Triplett, 1886-1953, married Sadie Miller, daughter of J. William Miller
and heiress to '"White House', a fine old house at the foot of the Big Cob-

bler Mountain probably built by Turner Dixon. Lake Triplett served fourteen .

years in the Virginia House of Delegates, where his ready wit and gift for
satire won him an unique position. He could always be relied upon to bring %
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On the 7th of November 1954, Theodore Montgomery Triplett was walking gﬁé

alone in the mountains near his home at Markham. He had been a successful
merchant and farmer, and he was then seventy six. There, with a sweeping

iew of the broad valley and the distant Virginia hills he loved so well

pvefore him, he was suddenly stricken and died before anyone could know of
his plight.

Philip Alexander Triplett was born in 1849. He was an extraordinarily
able farmer and owned the splendid estate of "Belmont'" comprising more than
seven hundred acres near Orlean. The old house, not much to begin with, he
greatly improved. Unfortunately it was completely distroyed by fire about
1917. In December of 1898 he married Lucy Spilman, daughter of Luther
Spilman of Jeffersonton, Culpeper County, and his wife who was a Miss Wor-
tham. She was a niece of Judge Edward M. Spilman, County Judge of Fauquier
between 1885 and 1898. They had three children before her untimely death
in February of 1905. Philip Hume Triplett married Rosalie Meredith and
lives near Hume where he raises blooded horses. Spilman Triplett died in
his twenties as a result of a minor surgical operation. Emily Triplett
married Lucien Moss and lives at Markham Virginia in a house that once
belonged to Theodore Montgomery Triplett, junior.

After the death of his wife, Philip Triplett's young children were cared
for by his sister, Florence, until his second marriage with Helen Chamber-
lain. There were no childeen of that marriage. He died in 1920.

Leonidas Triplett was born in 1852. The handsome, charming and probably
spoiled youngest son of the family was sent to Bethel Military Academy near
Warrenton. When he was only twenty nine, in December of 1881, he was at his

rother's store at Orlean, where he apparently became involved in an argue-
ment with a neighbor, Tom Davis, it is said over some turkeys. Davis pulled
a gun and, in a scuffle, shot him in the back of the head. Davis fled the
country and remained away for many years. However, when he returned years

later, no effort was made to bring him to trial. ?r 3

i
Martha C. Triplett, born in 1856, married Richard Henry Lee, a direcéaéf

Aecrondant of the first Richard Henry Lee, signer of the Declaration of ﬁ}&&'
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The property was sold to William Harrison Triplett, but the
exact date is not certain. William Harrison Triplett was married
in 1870 and his first child was born 1n 1872, probably at "York
Dale", the Templeman place about two miles distent. He certainly
occupied Orlean before 1877 because his brother, Theodore, lived
there with him before the latter's marriage 18 December 1877 to
Mary Agnes Lake. It seems likely that the heirs of Iudwell Lake
took back a mortgage on the propertv and the instrument cited by
Franceés Foster in 1893 was a satisfaction of a mortgage.

It was during the Triplett occupancy that the reputation for
lavish hogpitality at Orlean was earned. William H. Triplett was
a member of the Black Horse Troop and had a long and close friend-
ship with Brigadier General Eppa Hunton. Whenever General Hunton
was running for public office, and he usually was, William H., Triplett
staged enormous rallies for him at Orlean when upwards of fifty
guests were housed over night. (The logistics of this has baffled
me, but I was told that ticking was nailed down over straw in the
attic for male guests who, apparently, slept where they fell). As
General Hunton was a Congressman and a United States Senator from
Virginia from 1892 to 1895, it must have been worth it. The house

was also open during the Baptist camp meetings, and whenever else
the occasion demanded.

"Orlean™ was sold after the death of William Harrison Triplett
24 Janmuary 1896. A handbill titled "Sale of Per8onality" is dated
21 September 1898. The estate then vassed through a succession of
owners probably correctly listed by Francés B. Foster until 1936.
Dr. Murray A. Russell, who bought the place in 1924, intended to
restore it to its former beauty, but the depression of 1929-1935,
prevented his doing so. The present excellent condition of the
property is due to the loving care bestowed upon it by Mrs. George

Love and her nephew and heir John Merriman, Jr., who now lives at
Orlean.

The picturesque account of the trial of the murderer of Leonidas
Triplett by Wallace Phillips gives an interesting slant on public
morality around Orlean in 1881. ILeonidas Triplett, younger brother
of William H. Triplett, was 29 and unmarried. His estate was willed
to his next older brother, Philip Alexander Triplett of "Belmont"

Re T. TRYPLETT RuSSELL (uwomz»)
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near Hume. Mrs, Lucien Moss is his daughter. The offer of the
Pinkertons to return the mirderer to Fauquier County was rejected
chiefly under the persuasion by Mrs. William H, Triplett that no
good could be accomplished and that the feelings of the comrunity
should not be subjected to further strain. William Henry Lewis,
son of Francis Montgomery and Julia (Higgs) Lewis of "Rosemount"
near Manassas, was sent to Rectortown to manage a branch of the
Orlean Store about 1890. He bought out the Triplett interest after
the death of William H. Triplett and continued to operate the store
until shortly before his death in 1940.

In "Fauquier County, Virginia, 1759-1959", page 273, the statement
is made that.Dr. Amos Payne occupied "the o0ld Weaver's house of
Orlean Farm.... where the important oceupation of weaving was carried
on." The writer has long doubted that there was anything like a
weaver's house at Orlean or that, if there was,it was occupied by
Dr. Payne. The statement seems to have been the result of a mis-
understanding. The house occupied by Dr. Payne, which burned in the
1920s, Was the house built by William Wood Payne about 1831, owner-
ship of which was, in 1833, vested in Jacob P. Weaver, trustee. It
was, apparently, purchased by Dr. Payne about the time of his mar-
riage to Elizabeth Barton Smith in 1837. 1In such misunderstandings
are legends manufactured.

In the aecount of the life of William Harrison Triplett, para-
&raph 6, it is gtated that he took bossession of Orlean in September
1880, There is, in fact, record of a business deal between Ludwell
Lake and Thomson Masom Hirst bearing that date which seems to imply
this. Lake used ag rartial payment on an entirely different property,
a.note signed by William H. Triplett. Purther investigation shows
that this note wag dated much earlier, and that Triplett occupied
Orlean House at least before 1877. G. L. Holland, mentioned in
this account, was George Louis Holland, 1832-1927, who married Dr,
Amos Payne's daughter, Jaqueline Mildred. A. J. Parr, the "Squire
Parr" of Wallace Phillips’ narrative, apparently bought the dividend
of Maria Catherine Smith, who married 21 February 1851, Wwilliam F.
Massie. His home was opposite the Salem Roagd on -the west side of

the road from Orlean to Hume. It was later the home of John Rusgsell
who married his daughter, Grace,
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Showing the descendants of Hayward Poote Trip-
lett and his wife, Evelina Montgomery Lewis of
The Hermitage, Prince ¥William County, Virg

HAYWARD FOOTE TRIPLETT
b: 8 May 1812

d: 1888

m: 19 Apr 1831

EVELIRA MONTGOMERY LEWIS

|

b: 8 Feb 1812
d: 1891 v/
] |y I bo |
AMERICUS VIRGINIA FLORENCE THEODORE LEONIDAS
FOOTE ALEXANDER | ALEXANDER MONTGOMERY b:9 Feb 1852
b: 1836 b: 1839 b:28 Jun 1844 | of Markham d:11 Dec 1881
d: 1844 d: 1849 d:20 May 1946| b: 4 Feb unmarried
' 1848
A d: 7 Nov
LLIAM HARRISON EUGENIA  HAYWARD 1924
fey - *i b2 25 Jan 1833 FOOTE FOOTE m: 1877
L. 92 24 Jan 1896 b: 1838 b: 5 Sept MARY AGNES
‘% . of Orlean d: 1865 1842 LAKE
‘5§ “v» Cos Hy 4th Va. Cav d:18 Jan 1851-1935
it % {Black Horse Troop) 1901
§45 77omi HARRIET LAVINIA - Co, H 4th Va. Cav
it * TEMPLEMAN m: VIRGINIA
gt Sl RICHARDSON
&| BEE GHART NO. 7 =
S ARTHUR PHILID MARTHA
- WELLINGTON ALEXANDER c.
"« ROBERDENA of Warrenton | of Belmont of the
] ds age 12 b: 10 Mar 1846 | b: 12 Jun Hermitage
FRODERICK d: 19 Dec 1927 1849 b: 14 Dec
"mwm I T T d: 28 Jul 1856
AL )ER EATIE CLAYTON MINERVA 1920 d: 8 Apr
A PHILIP LEONIDAS NASAMENTO | DAVENPORT m: LUCY 1943
"% | BLSIE . 1876-1938 | 1878-1954 | 1883-1951 - SPILMAN m: 1881
ok boomr JAMES A, m: JAMES m: LUCY m: HELEN RICHARD
#% 1. . WEAVER -  ARTHUR HICKMAN CHAMBERIA IN HENRY
¥:/-EDNA NELSON LEE
PHILIP HUME
CARROLL ALFRED MARY m: ROSALIE
CHELTON GASKINS ARTHUR MEREDITH
1877-1903 | 1880-1852 b: 1885 |—SPILMAN
unmarried | d.w.i, m: JULIAN|-EMILY
KELLEY| m: LUCIEN
CLAYTON, JR. MOSS
|
WILLIAM || THEODORE
WIRT MONTGOMERY
N m: VIRGINIA
‘ CABELL
[ R 51
LILLY BOOKE FOOTE LEONIDAS LAKE
GEORGIA unmarried 1886-1953 MARY
LOUISE m: SADIE MIL~ CATHERINE
WILLIAM WIRT THEODORE
. EORGE
ELISE |




