Sandon townsite

The original townsite was platted on the Blue Jay claim, Lot 482, on 19 Jul 1893. It’s plan 609 at the RDCK office. The name of the surveyor is hard to read, but I think it’s J.L. Hirsch. Its streets were Reco, CPR, Sandon, Slocan, and Star, and it had eight blocks.
 
Sandon Addition No. 1, which was on Johnny Harris’ Loudoun claim, Lot 727, was platted in December 1895 by John Fielding. Its streets were Reco, Slocan Star, Ivanhoe, and Ruth. It’s plan 609A.

J.H. Gray laid out East Sandon on 17 Aug 1896. It’s plan 609B. Sunnyside addition was surveyed 3 Nov 1898 by John Fielding and deposited 15 Feb 1899. Part of Lot 727. It’s plan 609C. A.R. Heyland laid out West Sandon on 23 Jun 1900. It’s plan 609D and reflects the changes to the townsite after the fire. Part of Lots 809 and 810. Heyland also laid out a futher addition to East Sandon in June 1900, which showed Mill St., Cody Rd., and Cody Lane. This is plan 609E. 

All of the men mentioned above are in the index to Early Land Surveyors of British Columbia.
 
Spokane Review, 31 Jul 1892:
RECO, Slocan, B.C., July 23 – The townsite of Reco, an embryo Slocan mining city, is situated at the junction of Sandon creek with the main artery of this district, Carpenter creek. At present it boats only the cabins of a dozen or so prospectors, but numerous predictions of its future greatness are heard … By noon I had reached the hospitable camp of Messrs. Wharton, Harris, and Kelly, in whose cabin I am for the present quartered. 

The Miner, 1 Jul 1893: On continuing down the south fork of Carpenter creek we arrived in a short time at Sandon creek and gladly proceeded to refresh the inner man. Here, in a position to reach a number of the most important group of mines a townsite is being laid out at the junction of Sandon and South Fork.

Victoria Daily Colonist, 2 Jul 1893:
Continuing on down the south fork of Carpenter creek, the townsite of London was reached. Here, a hotel claimed first attention, after which came sufficient leisure to learn that the Duluth syndicate are working a number of men in this vicinity, chiefly in building trails to their mines, of which they have several in the neighbouring mountains.

Not sure if the above was Sandon or Alamo.

The Tribune (Nelson), 7 Oct 1893:
Legal ad: R.E. Lemon and Scott McDonald apply for Crown Grant on Blue Jay claim. 

Nakusp Ledge, 21 Dec 1893: R.E. Lemon has refused the offer of a half interest in the Rico mine for an equal share in a small townsite he owns on Sandon creek.

Vancouver Daily World, 27 Dec 1893: A townsite is also being platted at the mouth of Sandon creek, four miles up the south fork of Carpenter creek from Three Forks.

Nakusp Ledge, 12 Apr 1894: R.E. Lemon and C.E. Sealey buy Richmond property and half interest in White Elephant, adjacent to Northern Bell.

Slocan Prospector, 9 Feb 1895:
Sandon
Johnnie Harris is doing the assessment work on the claim on which the town is built. It is hoped that he will be able to secure surface rights and sell lots soon. 

Slocan Prospector, 2 May 1895: With railroad surveyors, wagon road surveyors and townsite surveyors, Sandon should be pretty thoroughly surveyed in another week or two.

The Ledge, 16 May 1895: J.M. Harris is applying for a Crown grant on the Loudoun, situated near the confluence of Sandon and Carpenter creeks.

The Ledge, 16 May 1895: Certificate of improvements notice for Loudoun mineral claim. JMH for himself and agent for GM Sproat intend 60 days from 13 May 1895 to apply for certificate of improvements to obtain Crown grant.

Slocan Prospector, 23 May 1895: As the two railways point directly to Sandon, that plane begins to grow and people wish it were platted and on the market. The title to the ground will be acquired by Johnny Harris and Judge Sproat who owns the mineral claim Loudoun on which the town is built. Their location was made in ‘92. The entry carries with it the surface right and apparently all they have to do to obtain fee simple is to apply for a crown grant.

Victoria Colonist, 23 May 1895: J.M. Harris is applying for a crown grant near the confluence of Sandon and Carpenter creeks.

Slocan Prospector, 27 Jun 1895: Sandon has grown some during the past few weeks, but its growth is retarded by the action of the CPR Co., which runs its survey along the side of the principal street, taking the street and half the lots, requiring several buildings to be moved off, with no place but the bed of the creek to move to.

The Ledge, 29 Aug 1895: Certificate of improvement granted on Loudon on Aug. 23 (or 25, or 28) to J.M. Harris and G.M. Sproat.

Victoria Colonist, 18 Oct 1895: Today an application will be made before Mr. Justice Drake on behalf of R.E. Lemon, S. McDonald and others asking for an injunction to restrain the Kaslo & Slocan Railway Co. from running their branch line through lot 482, group 1, Kaslo district. The property in question composes part of the townsite of Sandon. The applicants state in their affidavit that they are the owners of the land in question, but that the railway company refuse to recognize their title; and furthermore, the affidavit alleges that the railway company is not authorized by its charter to build the branch line complained of. Messrs. McPhillips, Wootton & Barnard appear for the application; Messrs. Eberts & Taylor for the Kaslo & Slocan railway.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Victoria Colonist, 23 Oct 1895: Mr. Justice Drake yesterday heard the motion of R.E. Lemon, S. McDonald and others for an injunction restraining the Kaslo & Slocan railway company from running a branch line through property owned by applicants on the townsite of Sandon. The railway company were allowed to proceed with their line on giving security in the sum of $1,000, the amount of the damage to be settled by arbitration. Messrs. E.V. Bodwell and G.H. Barnard appeared for the motion; Mr. W.J. Taylor for the railway company.

Kaslo Claim, 23 Nov 1895: Harris and Sproat have received crown grant for mineral claim Londonin [sic], upon which most of the town of Sandon is built. As the railroad claims more ground than the law allows, the matter will be left to arbitration.

The Ledge, 28 Nov 1895: Crown grant for mineral claim Loudouin [sic] has been received by the proprietors, Harris and Sproat, upon which most of Sandon is built.

Victoria Colonist, 13 Feb 1896:
SANDON HOTEL LICENSE
Mr. Kellie asked: 1) Why were Moore and Wrong refused their application for a hotel license at Sandon last year? 2) Were there any objections raised by any person that prevented Moore and Wrong from receiving a license? 3) Who was the party, if any, who raised the objections?

Hon. Mr. Eberts: 1) application was made to the stipendiary magistrate of the district and it is understood was refused on account of the protest by the owners of the property on which the premises for which the license was applied were erected. 2) Yes. 3) G.M. Sproat, on behalf of J.M. Harris and himself as owners of the property.

Victoria Colonist, 10 Sept 1896: The committee to whom has been referred for arbitration the claim of R.E. Lemon against the K&S railway for right-of-way on the mineral claim Blue Jay, at Sandon, will meet at that place Sept. 10 to settle the matter. The railway only cuts across one corner of the claim, and the officials objected to paying the amount asked on the ground that it was exorbitant.

Victoria Colonist, 12 Dec 1896:
A TOWNSITE AT STAKE
Important appeal case now pending in which the ownership of a large part of Sandon is involved
The full court yesterday heard argument in the appeal of Harris v. Kirlin and Sproat v. Kirlin. This was an appeal by the defendants from an order of Mr. Justice Drake refusing to transfer the actions to the Supreme court upon motion made under the County courts act, section 37. The actions involved the right of the plaintiffs to a part of the townsite of Sandon, held under a crown grant of a mineral claim.
Mr. Justice Drake found as a fact that the annual value of the lands involved the actions was over $300, but as the plaintiff's title was under a mineral crown grant, that under section 144 of the mineral act, 1896, the County court had jurisdiction and section 37 of the County courts act did not apply. The actions were not marked "mineral jurisdiction," as provided by section 145 of the mineral act, 1896, and it was argued for the appellants that, by reason of that omission, the actions must be treated as under the ordinary jurisdiction of the County court; that if they could be treated as mineral actions the learned Judge should have transferred them to the Supreme court, under subsection 11 of above section 144. The Full court allowed the appeal with costs, holding that whether mineral actions or not they ought to be transferred to the Supreme courts, and appointed Mr. Marquis, of Nelson, receiver of the rents pending the action.
Mr. Robert Cassidy for the appeal; Mr. H.D. Helmcken, Q.C., and Mr. W.J. Taylor for the plaintiffs, contra.

Kootenay Mail, 12 Dec 1896 (abbreviated version appeared in The Ledge two days earlier): 
Sandon townsite trouble
It is rumoured that the original townsite title to the town of Sandon is to be challenged and an injunction asked for to retain any further payments on pending contracts or sales. It is reported that the K&S railroad will file the action in Victoria at an early date and the grounds for the application will be that the land in controversy is within that belt of country granted as a subsidy to the railroad by teh government. During the past year the townsite has been well settled and a great many transfers have taken place. It is a matter in which nearly every resident of Sandon is directly interested.

The Kootenaian, 20 Feb 1897: 
Forin on Surface Rights
A decision of Judge Forin of the county court of Kootenay the other day at Nelson would seem to indicate pretty clearly his opinion as to the surface rights of holders of Crown granted mineral claims.
The cause before him was an application on behalf of Gilbert Malcolm Sproat, part owner of the townsite of Sandon, for a receiver of the rents claimed to be due by C.K. Hammond of the Slocan News Company.
The Judge refused the application upon the ground that a Crown grant of a mineral claim gave no surface rights other than for mining purposes.
He held that the holder could not eject an occupier from ground not required for mining purposes. He said further that if the moneys were ordered paid by Hammond to a receiver, Sproat could not properly nor legally claim them, Hammond had parted with them, and it was not very clear to him to whom they would ultimately go.

Rossland Evening Record, 24 Feb 1897: The site of the town, it seems, was taken up as a mineral claim by J.M. Harris in 1892 and in December 1896, Frank O’Brien, claiming the mineral claim was obtained by fraud pre-empted the entire property as a townsite and so at present both parties are claiming it and the rightful ownership will have to be determined by the courts. But notwithstanding this a big boom is in store for Sandon …

Rossland Evening Record, 27 Feb 1897: J.M. Harris and T.L. Henry have won their suit for the ground covered by the Jersey mining claim against Green Mountain, Anaconda, and Defender, at the base of Red Mountain on the north.

The Paystreak, 27 Feb 1897: Sproat vs. Hammond and Sproat vs. Kerlin. Sproat was part owner of the Sandon townsite and claimed rent due to him by C.K. Hammond. A judge refused on the grounds a Crown-grant of a mineral claim gave no surface rights other than for mineral properties.

Victoria Colonist, 27 Feb 1897: Sandon, Feb. 26 — Owing to the recent decision given by Judge Forin at Nelson re: the rights of holders of mineral claims, every vacant lot in town has been staked by squatters today, and great excitement prevails. This action is caused by the fact that J.M. Harris only holds the townsite by a crown grant obtained for a mineral claim. The fight promises to be a long and bitter one, as the property involved is getting to be very valuable.

The Spokesman-Review, 4 Mar 1897:
SANDON IN A FUROR
Lot jumping going on right and left
Harris lost a townsite suit
Officers powerless to stop proceedings, as they were at a loss how to act
Sandon, Feb. 26 — Quite an excitement prevailed here as a result of the decision of the court against J.M. Harris who claimed the townsite here. Mr. Moriagi was a renter from Harris and had two lots jumped by two men named Williams and Dillon. Mr. Clark, a well known prospector, jumped 30 feet of another man’s property. Mr. Moriagi determined to maintain his two lots, commenced building on his lots. These lots are valuable, being situated in the heart of the city, next to Robertson’s furniture store. The officers of the law were on hand but were powerless, being unacquainted with the law regulating the case. Several well known women about town had notices in front of their places, claiming their property. One in particular, named Alice Crow, threatened to kill any man who dared build on her lot, which is near the border of the townsite. Lumber was being hauled al night and building was going on all night.

The Miner (Nelson), 6 Mar 1897:
NO DECISION
Judge Forin is not responsible for the lot jumping at Sandon
According to telegraphic dispatches there is much excitement in Sandon in regard to the title of property and as a result many lots are being jumped. Judge Forin is quoted as being indirectly responsible for the excitement, but the fact is that he has never had the case judicially before him.
The report was probably circulated on account of some remarks Judge Forin made when an application was made to him to transfer a case involving surface rights to the superior court, in which he remarked that he could not understand how a grantee of a mineral claim from the crown could use or turn to profit the surface of the mineral claim except as the statute provides, that is for the purpose of working the claim. If this is not used for the purpose of bona fide mining, it would likely revert to the province. This would not apply to mineral claims under the Act of 1891. 

Kootenay Mail, 6 Mar 1897:
Miner’s Surface Rights
At Nelson recently Judge Forin gave a decision on the right to the surface of mineral claims which is of considerable importance. The cause before him was an application on behalf of Gilbert Malcolm Sproat, part owner of the townsite of Sandon for a receiver of the rents claimed to be due by C.K. Hammond of the Slocan News Co. The judge refused the application upon the ground that a crown grant of a mineral claim gave no surface rights other than for mining purposes. He held that the holder could not eject an occupier from ground not required for mining purposes. He said further that if the monies were ordered paid by Hammond to a receiver Sproat could not properly or legally claim them and it was not very clear to him to whom they would ultimately go.

The Paystreak, 6 Mar 1897: The following dispatch was received by M.L. Grimmett on last Tuesday from Harvey Combe, deputy registrar: “Injunctions granted this morning by Mr Justice Walker in action of Jno. Morgan Harris and G.M. Sproat vs. J.R. Cameron, restricting defendant, his agents, workmen, servants, and contractors from working upon or in any way interfering with or on or upon lands in mineral claim Lot 27, Group 1, Kootenay district.” (Should be Lot 727 probably.)

Victoria Daily Times, 11 Mar 1897:
There was quite a lot-jumping fever in Sandon last week. J.R. Cameron started the ball rolling by commencing the construction of a house on G.M. Sproat’s lot opposite the post office. Shortly afterwards nearly all the lots in town had stakes and notices on them but the stakes were soon cleared away by a force of men working under the direction of J.M. Harris. A tunnel was started on Judge Sproat’s lot and the dumping of earth effectually stopped work on Cameron’s building. The excitement has died out and there seems to be an end to the matter. 

Rossland Weekly Miner, 11 Mar 1897:
Sandon Lot Jumpers
The people who are jumping lots at Sandon have been misled. It is said that they are acting under a decision given by Judge Forin. The matter has never been brought to his judicial notice and he has never given a decision on it. If the squatters took any action it was of their own accord. The report of the decision was probably due to some remarks made by Judge Forin when an application was made to him to transfer a case involving surface rights to the supreme court, in which he remarked that he could not understand how a grantee of a mineral claim from the crown could use or turn to profit the surface of the mineral claim except as the statutes provide; that is for the purpose of working the claim. If it is not used for the purpose of bona fide mining, it would likely revert to the province. This would not apply to mineral claims under the Act of 1891. 

Kootenay Mail, 13 Mar 1897: It is said that Judge Forin never gave the decision attributed to him, in the Sandon townsite matter.

Victoria Colonist, 14 Mar 1897:
The jumping of the townsite of Sandon was the result of an erroneous report of the decision of Judge Forin. The clause which they failed to include in his decision was: “That the owner of a mineral claim and the exclusive right to use of the surface.” Judge Walkem had granted an injunction against Cameron, the first man to start building on the property he had staked out. In regard to the land claimed by F.M. O’Brien, a letter received last week from the commissioner of lands and works reads as follows:
G.M. Sproat, Victoria, B.C.
Dear Sir — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th ulto., and in reply beg to say that the lands applied for by Mr. F.M. O’Brien, near Sandon, are not open to purchase ... 
W.L. Gore

The Ledge, 25 Mar 1897:
PALORCIA VS HARRIS
Palorcia charged Harris with unlawful distress of a sewing machine upon the ground that it was a tool of trade and not distrainable. Judgement for Harris on the ground that Palorcia was not the owner of the machine and his case had no standing in court. In the course of the case Judge Forin made a few remarks about surface rights. He said there might be a question between a mine owner and the Crown as to the purposes for which the surface rights could be used, but a mine or claim owner had a right to eject anyone he saw fit from his mineral location and could prohibit, if necessary, people from setting foot on the property.

The Paystreak, 27 Mar 1897: Nick Palorica loses case with J.M. Harris in New Denver court. Palorica given five days to remove his building. Judge Forin rules no third party has the right to the ground, and the claimholder can eject.

Kootenay Mail, 3 Apr 1897:
Judge Forin on Surface Rights
At New Denver last week Judge Forin delivered judgment in the case of Palorcia vs. Harris, it being one in which the rights of a mine or claim owner were questioned, Paloria maintaining that Harris had no legal right to collect rent from him while he was a tenant on mineral property held by the latter. The judgment of the court was for the defendant, in delivering which Judge Forin expressed some opinions about surface rights. He said there might be a question between a mine owner and the Crown as to the purposes for which the surface rights could be used, but a mine or claim owner had a right to eject anyone he saw fit from his mineral location and could prohibit, if necessary, people from setting foot on the property.

The Paystreak, 3 Apr 1897: Nick Palorica has complied with the orders of the court and has removed the building down street, opposite the Hotel Kootenay. George B. Knowles the jeweller who occupied an adjoining building has also moved out but has not decided yet which section of the city he will locate in. 

The Paystreak, 3 Jul 1897: Incorporation needs signatures of J.M. Harris, Mr. Sproule [sic] and owners of the Lemon estate.

Victoria Colonist, 14 Jul 1897, quoting Seattle Post-Intelligencer: For a townsite, Sandon is simply ridiculous. The only thoroughfare, Reco avenue, is a trifle wider than the late Sour Dough alley of Rossland, but is almost as irregular and has the disadvantage of a very heavy grade, so that the narrow sidewalks on either side of this one-wagon-width avenue are a succession of steps and hen-ladders. And the buildings, the stores and saloons, push their fronts importunately forward or retire modestly a few feet just at the sweet will of the builder ...
The sidewalks are crowded with miners; along the narrow streets is a continuous procession of pack mules with a muleteer on a fiery broncho ...

The Paystreak, 24 Jul 1897: The proposed bounds of the city comprise the Loudoun mineral claim (the Harris property), the Blue Jay, and a portion of the K&S railroad property.

The Paystreak, 7 Aug 1897: Enlarging the townsite: 141 more lots on market, average size 25 x 100 feet. Carved out of K&S land.

The Paystreak, 16 Oct 1897:
LEMON ESTATE VS. LOVATT
Judgment for $2,000 for plaintiff for ground rent
A judgment for $2,000 was given by Judge Forin last Tuesday in Nelson in favor of the Lemon estate against George Lovatt, for rent of ground occupied by defendant’s buildings on Capitol Hill. Mr. Lovatt, in defending the case, set forth that he had a verbal lease of the ground from the Lemons with the understanding that he might purchase at a reasonable figure at some future date. Up to next [?] January $25 a month rental was paid and several residences were built by Mr. Lovatt and rented. At that time the Lemon estate raised the rent to $75 a month. This was refused and suit was brought. The judge held that as a monthly rental had been paid it constituted a lease from month to month and the plaintiffs could ask an increase if they chose. Mr. Lovatt states that a compromise has since been arranged and the matter amicably adjusted.

Victoria Colonist, 11 Dec 1897: Notice of motion was given yesterday by Mr. G.H. Barnard to dismiss for want of prosecution the appeal of the Kaslo & Slocan Railway from the award of the arbitrators fixing $2,000 as the amount to be paid for lot 482, group 1, West Kootenay, which was expropriated by the railway. Mr. Barnard appeared on behalf of messrs. R.E. Lemon, Scott McDonald, W.L. Hoge, A.L. McArne, and A. Buchanan; Mr. Herbert E.A. Robertson for the railway. The chief Justice made the order, dismissing the appeal. The land in question is situated at Sandon.

Box 2, File 9 of JMH fonds at UBC has a subpoena to JMH, called as a witness by the defence in McGune, Hoge and McDonald vs. S.S. Bailey, 10 Sept 1896. Not sure what the case was about.

The Miner, 23 Sept 1898:
Sandon “The Hub of the Slocan ... the Famous Silver City”
The town owes its existence to the development of the Reco mine by Mr. J.M. Harris, who also was the original owner of the townsite. Sandon is an example of what enterprise and energy can accomplish in building a town where to all appearances nature never intended a townsite to be located ... The main street of the town is so narrow that when the space for the sidewalks is taken off the sides there is scarcely room for vehicles to pass each other. Along this street however, are well built business houses and several first class hotels.

Victoria Colonist, 22 Jan 1899:
OWNERSHIP OF SANDON
Motion in connection with the fight over the townsite
A motion made by Mr. Robert Cassidy yesterday on behalf of G.M. Spencer of Sandon, is of rather an interesting nature, as it hinges on the question of the ownership of the townsite of Sandon. J.M. Harris took up a mining claim that covers a good portion of the townsite of Sandon. G.M. Spencer squatted on this land and afterward agreed to pay Harris rent. The question subsequently came up as to the ownership of the land and the case was taken into the courts. The result of this suit is not decided, judgement being not yet given. In the meantime Harris levied distress against Spencer, though Mr. Robert Cassidy has applied to Mr. Justice Drake to restrain the sheriff from seizing or disposing of the goods. An injunction was granted restraining the sheriff from selling until February 10, and in the meantime, should Spencer put up $225 for security, he may regain possession from the sheriff.

Nelson Daily Miner, 23 Jan 1899: Mr. J.M. Harris, owner of the principal part of the Sandon townsite, is having trouble collecting ground rents.

The Ledge, 2 Feb 1899: Judgement in the suit of Spencer vs. Harris involving the title to the large part of the townstie of Sandon and J.M. Harris’ right to collect ground rent therefor, was given by the Supreme Court last Friday in favour of the defendant.

The Ledge, 30 Mar 1899: The full court at Vancouver sustained Mr. Justice Irving’s judgment in the Spencer vs. Harris Sandon townsite litigation, and John M. Harris is now in undisputed possession of all the surface ground of the London mineral claim, which he had cut up into town lots. After hearing Mr. Cassidy on behalf of Spencer, the court said it was unnecessary to hear the Attorney General, who appeared for Harris.

The Tribune, 11 Jul 1899: Sheriff Tuck will offer for sale in front of his office this morning at 11 o’clock the building and set of shoemaker tools belonging to Nick Palorcia of Sandon, which were taken in execution of the suit of J.M. Harris of Sandon to recover the sum of $300 for arrears of rent.

Victoria Colonist, 12 May 1900: Many of the merchants have temporary stores going up fast in Sandon, and quite a lively town is once more appearing between the steep silver mountains, but none of these buildings will be allowed to remain up long. The citizens, in public meeting assembled, have decided to take steps to build a city beautiful. In the canyon in which the town is situated there is room for two braod streets, each 60 feet wide. By building the principal street directly over Carpenter creek, these broad thorougfares can be obtained ... Arrangements will be made with townsite owner Harris to resurvey the land and put the townsite up to auction, the highest bidder to get the choice places. The town will be newly laid out, and then Sandon may become a city of brick instead of wood.

The Tribune, 11 Oct 1900: 
An old case
The oldest case unsettled in the records of the court of Kootenay was set down for trial at the approaching assizes yesterday. It is that of Harris vs. Kirlin, commenced in 1896 when the writ was issued and at a standstill ever since until a short time since when the statement of claim was filed. The plaintiff asks possession of lot 4, block 4 in Sandon, an injunction to restrain defendants from trespassing thereon and damages to the extent of $180. The defence is that the plaintiff is not entitled to possession. The question at issue is as to whether a Crown grant to the mineral claim Loudoun entitles Harris to the surface rights of the ground.

The Paystreak, 27 Oct 1900:  J.M. Harris is spending a few days in Nelson … Mike Kerlin is in Nelson on the Harris vs. Kerlin case.

The Miner, 30 Oct 1900: 
DOINGS IN COURT
Ownership of a Sandon lot is being disputed
The case of Harris vs. Kirlin, which opened before the fall session of the Supreme Court late yesterday afternoon was continued through the morning session today. It appears that a dispute has arisen over the ownership of a lot in the town of Sandon. From the evidence it was shown that Mr. Harris is owner of part of the townsite of Sandon on which is situated the lot, the ownership of which is disputed. Mr. Kirlin has been living upon the lot for some time past and through certain arrangements he asserts that he is the real owner of the ground. Mr. Harris brought action to have Mr. Kirlin removed from the lot and to give plaintiff sole ownership. Only one witness beside the plaintiff and defendant gave evidence. Mr. A. David, a merchant tailor of Sandon, gave evidence merely to the effect that no work had been done upon the property for the past two years. Mr. Harris’ evidence went to show the way in which he had obtained the property. The case will be closed this afternoon. Mr. W.A. Macdonald, QC appeared for the plaintiff and Mr. Robert McAnn of Kaslo for the defendant.

The Paystreak, 3 Nov 1900: Account of Harris vs. Kerlin

Mining Review, 2 Feb 1901: Mayor Pitts defends himself from suit brought by Harris.

Mining Review, 23 Mar 1901: Outcome of Harris vs. Pitts case (Harris wins)

The Ledge, 24 Jul 1902: After many months, judgement in the Harris v. Kirlin case has been given in favor of J.M. Harris.

The Tribune, 13 Dec 1902:
SHERIFF'S SALE
Province of British Columbia, Nelson
West Kootenay District — To-wit:
By virtue of a writ of Fieri Facias issued out of the Supreme Court of British Columbia, at the suit of John Morgan Harris and Fred J. Kelly, Plaintiffs, and to me directed against the goods and chattels of H.H. Pitts and William M. Stubbs, Defendants, I have this day seized and taken in execution all the right, title and interest of the said defendants, H.H. Pitts and William M. Stubbs, in the two-story frame building situate in the part upon Reco avenue, in the city of Sandon, and in part upon the westerly part of Lot A in Block numbered one (1) of the subdivision of District Lot numbered 482, Townsite of Sandon, according to plan numbered 609 to recover the sum of $513.06 and also interest on $509.56 at five percentum per annum from the 8th day of July 1900 until payment, besides sheriff's poundage, officer's fees and all other legal incidental expenses; all of which I shall expose for sale, or sufficient thereof to satisfy said judgment debt and costs, at my office, next to the Court House in the City of Nelson, BC on Monday the 22nd day of December, 1902 at the hour of 11 o'clock in the forenoon.
NOTE — Intending purchasers will satisfy themselves as to interest and title of the said defendants. 
Dated at Sandon, BC 11th day of December 1902.

The Ledge, 8 Jan 1903: The case of Harris vs. Kerlin, involving the title to the townsite of Sandon, will be heard again today at the session of the Supreme Court which opens in Victoria today.

The Ledge, 22 Jan 1903: The long drawn out case of Harris vs. Kerlin has been settled in favor of Harris. If Sandon real estate was as valuable now as it has been, the case would probably still be alive.

The Tribune, 21 Feb 1903:
SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a write of Fieri Facias issued out of the Supreme Court of British Columbia, and the suit of 
JOHN MORGAN HARRIS, Plaintiff
and to me directed against the goods and chattels of 
MICHAEL KIRLIN AND DICK ORLANDO, Defendants
I have seized and taken into execution all the right, title, and interest of the said defendant, Michael Kirlin, in the mineral claim known as and called Mascot No. 2, situate one mile up Tributary Creek … to recover the sum of $1,227.33 and also interest on the sum of $870 at the rate of five per centum per annum from the 14th day of April 1902 and also interest on the sum of $353.83 at the rate of five per centum per annum from the 12th day of January 1903, until payment besides sheriff’s poundage, officer’s fees and all other legal incidental expenses; all of which I shall expose for sale, or sufficient thereof to satisfy said jugment debt and costs, at my office, next to the courthouse in Nelson, on the 26th day of February 1903, at the hour of 11 o’clock in the forenoon.
NOTE — Intending purchasers will satisfy themselves as to interest and title of the said defendant, Michael Kirlin
Dated at Nelson, B.C., 5th February 1903
S.P. Tuck
Sheriff of South Kootenay

The Daily News (Nelson), 15 Mar 1903:
The Mascot mineral claim is being offered for sale by sheriff Tuck to satisfy a debt of Mike Kerlin’s to J.M. Harris, the outcome of a lawsuit with regard to the townsite, says the Sandon Paystreak. The date of the sale which has been twice postponed, is now set for April 7. The sale, if carried out, is likely to develop an interesting case of title. The Mascot and Sunrise claims, adjoining, were staked by Alex Waddel and Mike Kerlin, respectively. The Sunrise staked in Kerlin’s name was sold to the Ruth Mines. The Mascot still stands in Waddel’s name. As no partnership was recorded between Kerlin and Waddel, either previous to or since the staking, the question arises as to what it is the sheriff is going to sell.

The Daily News (Nelson), 7 Apr 1903:
In chambers yesterday morning before his honor Judge Forin an application was made in the case of Harris and Kerlin to enlarge time of service of garnishee order, granted.

Phoenix Pioneer, 9 Apr 1904: Nick Palorcia now boot and shoemaker in Phoenix

Slocan Drill, 9 Dec 1904: A company has been formed, known as the Sandon Realty Co., to take over G.M. Sproat’s interest in the Sandon townsite.

Tax sale of July 1914:
Buyers of properties included City of Sandon, Dr. Gomm, A.H. Sanderson, F. Del Puppo, J. Horlick, Phillip Corrigan, Geo. J. Gormley
Mrs. A. Egan owned Block 5, Lot 14. Struck from the list. 
City of Sandon appeared to buy a bunch of properties from JMH in Blocks 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 but they are struck out. G.B. Davis of Marshall, Virginia bought Block 6, west portion of Lots 2 and Lots 3, 6, and 7 from M. Hosea [?] 

