THE SHOOTING OF
LEONIDAS TRIPLETT

True Index (Warrenton, Va.), 21 Aug 1875:
Ad for Triplett & Bro., Orlean, Va.

Alexandria Gazette, 12 Dec 1881:

FATAL AFRAY AT ORLEANS — A dispatch
from Warrenton, Va., says that W.A. Davis, a
merchant at Orleans, Fauquier county, Va., shot
Leonidas Triplett, also a merchant, through the
head, at that place, yesterday morning about 8
o'clock. Triplett lived but one hour after he was
shot. A feud had existed between the parties,
who were unmarried men, for some time past, a
lawsuit being at the bottom of the difficulty, but
the immediate cause of the affair yesterday was a
quarrel about some turkeys. After some high
words Davis drew a pistol and fired the fatal shot,
his victim falling to the ground unconscious, in
which condition he continued till death ensued.
Both Davis and Triplett, who are rival
storekeepers at Orleans, are respectably
connected. Some time ago they had a difficulty
over some calves, in which Triplett threatened to
kill Davis. Suit was entered against Davis for
driving the calves off, and a hearing was to take
place at Warrenton today. Davis is a young man
not long from college, and has a number of
relatives and friends in this city. He started in
business in Orleans about six months ago.

Alexandria Gazette, 13 Dec 1881:

THE KILLING OF TRIPLETT AT ORLEANS —
A gentlemen in the city today who left Salem,
Fauquier county, a short distance from Orleans
yesterday morning, where the shooting affair of
Sunday morning last, in which Leonidas Triplett
was killed by W. Arthur Davis, took place, and
who is a friend of both parties, says that the
circumstances of the shooting are entirely
different from those published in some of the
papers this morning. It appears that W.A. Davis
moved to Orleans from Vernon Mills last
September and commenced the general
merchandise business — Leonidas Triplett was in
the same business. There was a rivalry between

the two young men. This rivalry went on until the
two were open enemies. Last Friday Davis
bargained for two calves and went to see if his
father would take them. During the absence of
Davis, Triplett, because the man who sold the
calves owed him a bill, had the animals driven
into his field. Upon returning Davis went to see
Triplett and told him he did not wish to have a
difficulty, but if the man who owned the calves
said they belonged to him, Davis, he would have
them. Triplett threatened to kill Davis if he
disturbed the calves. Golder Davis, while his
brother and Triplett were disputing, drove the
calves off, and Triplett swore out a warrant to
recover. The case was decided against Triplett on
Saturday. This did not improve matters. Sunday
morning last some turkeys belonging to Davis
strayed onto Triplett’s field. Davis employed a
man to drive the turkeys home, and went with
him to point them out. While Davis and the man
were looking after the turkeys, Golder Davis and
a brother of Triplett got into a quarrel, which
brought Leonidas Triplett out of the house, who
made for Arthur Davis. Davis warned him if he
advanced upon him he would kill him. Triplett
put his hand behind him as if in the act of
drawing a pistol from his hip pocket when Davids
drew his pistol and shot Triplett dead, the bullet
entering the centre of his forehead. As soon as
Davis saw Triplett fall he went to him and lifted
him up, exclaiming in agonizing tones, “My God,
I have killed him and his blood is upon my hands.
I did not intend that this should happen.” Davis
was immediately arrested by Constable Fleming
and locked up, but dispatches from Warrenton
say that he has broken guard and made his
escape. Other accounts of the affair published
this morning make Davis a cold blooded
murderer. The gentleman alluded to above says
that both men are highly respected, and that the
sympathies of the people of the neighborhood,
who regard the affair as a very sad one, are with
the families of both men.

Washington Post, 13 Dec 1881:

BRUTAL MURDER NEAR WARRENTON

Leonidas Tripletts shot down in cold blood by
Arthur Davis



WARRENTON, Va., Dec. 12 — A brutal and
cold blooded murder occurred yesterday morning
about 8 o’clock at Orleans, a small village 12
miles from here. A dispute arose between two
young men, named Arthur Davis and Leonidas
Tripletts, in regard to some turkeys which
belonged to Davis, and which had strayed over to
Tripletts’s. The dispute culminated in a fist fight,
and Davis, being the stronger of the two, got
Tripletts’s head under his left arm, and drawing a
pistol, fired, the ball not taking effect. Tripplett’s
brother William, seeing the fight, ran up, but
Davis, still holding Tripletts’s head under his
arm, leveled his revolver at William Tripletts and
told him to stand off, and then, turning, placed
the pistol to the head of Leonidas Tripletts and
blew out his brains. Davis was then arrested. The
coroner was summoned and a verdict rendered in
accordance with the above facts. Last night Davis
was guarded by 12 men in a house in Orleans,
preparatory to bringing him here to jail. About 11
o’clock he requested his guards to allow him to
go out for a few moments. They granted the
request, five of them accompanying him. As soon
as he gained the open air, he made a dash for
freedom and escaped. It appears that there was a
concerted plan for his escape and everything had
been arranged by the prisoner and his two
brothers, who were allowed access to him
yesterday afternoon. When the prisoner broke
from his guards one of his brothers seized the
constable and the other one shut the gate
through which the prisoner ran, so as to impede
the progress of his pursuers. Large parties are in
search of him, and telegrams have been sent to
the nearest cities, one to the chief of police at
Washington, giving a full description of the
murderer and offering a reward of $250 for his
arrest.

Chicago Daily Tribune, 13 Dec 1881:

Leonidas Triplett and Arthur Davis had a fight
at Warrenton, Va. yesterday. Davis got Triplett’s
head under his arm and deliberately blew out his
brains. The murderer was arrested, but made his
escape.

The (Chicago) Daily Inter Ocean, 13 Dec 1881:

Warrenton, Va., Dec. 12 — Leonidas Triplett
and Arthur Davis engaged in a fight today. Davis
got Triplett’s head under his left arm and
deliberately blew his brains out with a pistol.
Davis was arrested, but made his escape.

Reno Evening Gazette, 13 Dec 1881:

Chicago, December 13 — In a quarrel
yesterday at Warrenton, Virginia, between
Leonidas Triplett and Arthur Davis, Davis got
Triplett's head under his left are and deliberately
blew his brains out. Davis was arrested, but
escaped.

Atlanta Constitution, 13 Dec 1881:
WASHINGTON, December 12 — A special to
the Post from Warrenton, Va., reports the murder

of a young man named Leonidas Tripletts, by
Arthur Davis. Davis got Triplett’s head under his
arm, placed a pistol to his head, and blew out his
brains. Davis was arrested, but escaped from the
officers.

The Mirror (Loudoun County, Va.), 15 Dec
1881:

BRUTAL MURDER NEAR WARRENTON

Lenoidsas Tripletts shot down in cold blood by
Arthur Davis

Warrenton, Dec. 12 — A brutal and cold-
blooded murder occured yesterday morning about
8 o’clock at Orleans, a small village 12 miles from
here. A dispute arose between two young men,
named Arthur Davis and Leonidas Tripletts, in
regard to some turkeys which belonged to Davis
which strayed over to Triplett’s. The dispute
culminated in a fist fight, and Davis being the
stronger of the two, got Triplett’s head under his
left arm and drawing a pistol fired, the ball not
taking effect. Triplett’s brother William, seeing
the fight ran up, but Davis, still holding Triplett’s
head under his arm, leveled his revolver at
William Tripletts and told him to stand off, and
then, turning, placed the pistol to the head of
Leonidas Tripletts and blew out his brains. Davis
was then arrested. The coroner was summoned
and a verdict rendered in accordance with the
above facts. Last night Davis was guarded by 12
men in a house in Orleans, preparatory to



bringing him here to jail. About 11 o’clock he
requested his guards to allow him to go out for a
few moments. They granted the request, five of
them accompanying him. As soon as he gained
the open air, he made a dash for freedom and
escaped. It appears that there was a concerted
plan for his escape, and everything had been
arranged by the prisoner and his two brothers,
who were allowed access to him yesterday
afternoon. When the prisoner broke from his
guards one of his brothers seized the constable
and the other one shut the gate through which
the prisoner ran, so as to impede the progress of
his pursuers. Large parties are in search of him,
and telegrams have been sent to the nearest
cities, one to the chief of police at Washington,
giving a full description of the murderer and
offering a reward of $250 for his arrest.

Washington Post, 18 Dec 1881:

A Tribute of Respect

At a special communication of Turner Ashby
Lodge 232, A.F. & A.M.,, held in their hall at
Markham, VA., Dec. 14, 1881, the following
resolutions were adopted:

Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God in his
all-wise providence, to remove by death our
brother, Leonidas Triplett, who departed this life
at Orleans, Va., on the morning of December 11,
1881, in the 27th year of his age; and

Whereas, We desire to express to the world
and to his bereaved family our profound sorrow;
therefore be it

Resolved, That while we lament the sad and
untimely death of our brother, whereby our order
and the community in which he lived has
sustained a grievous loss, we bow in humble
submission to the divine will of the Supreme
Architect of this universe and accept the death of
our brother as a warning to us ever to be ready
for the journey to that celestial city not made
with hands, eternal and in the heavens.

Resolved, That we tender the family of our
deceased brother our sympathy in their sore
bereavement.

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread
upon the minutes of this lodge, a copy be sent to
the family of our deceased brother and also

furnished the True Index and the daily Post for
publication.

G.W. Carter

R.M. Stribling Jr.

Robert Douthat

Committee

Washington Post, 17 Mar 1882, p. 2:

A brutal murder at Orlean, Fauquier Co., VA

Leonidas Triplett was shot down in cold blood
by one W. A. Davis. Davis was arrested and
afterwards made his escape, and it is supposed
that he has gone west.

Look out for the

MURDERER.

A young man about 23 or 24 years of age, with
thin visage, red cheeks, light blue eyes with a
grayish coast, receding chin, two gold plugs in his
front teeth with one corner broken off, light
waving hair, smooth face, weight 140 pounds,
height about 5 feet 9 inches. $500 without the
Governor’s reward, is offered for his arrest.

Baltimore Sun, 20 Mar 1882:

A capture reward of $500 has been offered by
the friends of Leonidas Triplett, killed at Orlean,
Fauquier county, Va., by W.A. Davis several
months ago. A short time since the authorities of
Fauquier county, where the murder was
committed, received notice that Davis was in
Indian Territory. Evidence of identification sent
there proved that the suspected fugitive was not
Davis.

True Index (Warrenton, Va.), 5 Jun 1897:

MARSHALL ITEMS

Mr. John Davis of British Columbia has
gladdened the hearts of all in his home circle by
his sudden appearance. Although he is so far
away he never forgets home-ties and his host of
friends who are always glad to welcome him back.
Mr. Authur [sic] Davis has been home also, but
has returned to his home in the wild west.

Undated notes by T. Triplett Russell held by
the John K. Gott Library, Warrenton, Va.” “The
picturesque account of the trial of the murderer
of Leonidas Triplett by Wallace Phillips gives an



interesting slant on public morality around
Orlean in 1881. Leonidas Triplett, younger
brother of William H. Triplett, was 29 and
unmarried. His estate was willed to his next older
brother, Philip Alexander Triplett of Belmont
near Hume. Mrs. Lucien Moss is his daughter.
The offer of the Pinkertons to return the
murderer to Fauquier County was rejected chiefly
under the persuasion by Mrs. William H. Triplett
that no good could be accomplished and that the
feelings of the community should not be
subjected to further strain.”



