
St. Elmo Davis 
 
Johnny hired his cousin St. Elmo Davis as 
foreman on the Reco in March 1897, but 
can’t find any mention of his arrival in 
the Sandon newspapers. Elmo’s father L. 
Morgan Davis was Harris’s paternal 
uncle. There were mentions of Elmo in 
the Sandon newspapers, but they did not 
note the relationship between Johnny and 
Elmo. Possibly they didn’t know. Elmo 
might have kept quiet about Johnny’s 
past because a) he was a relative, and 
b) he valued his job. Then again, Elmo  
might have been the source of the rumors 
in Sandon that Harris shot a man and 
changed his name. 
 
1901 census: Elmo Davis, b. 9 Jan 1870 in 
the US. Silver miner. Scottish origin. 
Came to Canada 1897. 
 
Washington Post, 22 Feb 1897: 
Alexandria 
Mr. Elmer [sic] Davis, of this city, will 
leave here on March 8 for Sandon, British 
Columbia, where he has accepted a 
position in a mine. His many friends wish 
him success in his new field of labor. 
 
Alexandria Gazette, 5 Mar 1897: Mr. Elmer 
[sic] Davis will leave here on Monday to 
accept a position with a mining company 
at Sandon, BC. 
 
Alexandria Gazette, 27 May 1897: 
THE RECO MINES  

Mr. Elmo Davis, who is now connected 
with the Reco Mining Company at 
Sandon, B.C, has written to his father, 
Mr. L.M. Davis, of this city, the following 
description of those mines: "The Reco 
mines are situated on Keen mountain 
10,000 feet above sea level and 5,000 feet 
above the town of Sandon, surrounded by 
nine other mountains. It is not in a range, 
but in the midst of a group of single 
mountains, from 5,000 to 8,000 feef high. 
It is a region of perpetual snow. In mid-
winter the snow is from 5 to 7 feet deep. 
It is now 5 feet deep. The town of Sandon 
from the mines is 1 1/2 miles, air line, 6 
miles by trail. The view from the mines is 
fine. As far as the eye can reach, is 
nothing but snow and a group of 
mountains. The climate is dry, the 
atmosphere rarified. From the mines we 
have a view of four towns. Sandon, Cody, 
Nelson and Kaslo, B.C. This time of the 
year it is very dangerous — snow slides 
coming down every day. There were 
sixteen last week. The track of a slide is 
so hard that it is as slippery and as hard 
as ice. In the last two weeks there were 
seven men and three horses killed within 
three miles of the mines. The Kaslo and 
Slocan R. R. has only three engines. They 
have been tied up for a week between 
snow slides. They have not been dug out 
yet. There are no shafts at all in the 
mines. All the tunnels run on a level line 
through the mountain. The only shafts 
are those which connect Nos. 2, 4 and 6 
mines together, called man-ways, from 60 
to 100 feet high. 
 



Alexandria Gazette, 27 Dec 1898: A letter 
received here from Mr. Elmo Davis, 
formerly of this city, who is now a 
resident of Sandon, BC, states that the 
snow there is six feet deep and still 
snowing. 
 
The Paystreak, 24 May 1901: St. Elmo 
Davis left on Tuesday for his home in 
Virginia. 
 
The Ledge, 30 May 1901: J.M. Harris and 
St. Elmo Davis are looking at the blue 
grass in Virginia. 
 
Alexandria Gazette, 31 May 1901: 
PERSONAL — Mr. Elmo Davis, who for 
the past four years has been in business 
in Sandon, BC is expected home this 
evening to visit his father, Mr. L. Morgan 
Davis. 
 
Alexandria Gazette, 1 Jun 1901: Mr. Elmo 
Davis, who for the past four years has 
been the superintendent of a large silver 
mine near Sandon, British Columbia, 
arrived here last night on a visit to his 
father Mr. L. Morgan Davis. He will leave 
next week for a short visit to the Pan-
American Exposition at Buffalo and will 
return to Sandon in August. 
 
The Paystreak, 31 Aug 1901: St. Alamo 
[sic] Davis returned on Monday from a 
visit to Virginia. 
 
Mining Review, 21 Dec 1901: E. Davis, 
foreman at the Reco mine, had a close 
call the other day. In climbing the ladder 

in one of the stopes he slipped and fell 
about 20 feet, landing on some timbers. 
He received a couple of ugly gashes that 
were speedily ‘fixed up’ by some handy 
one at the mine and went to work shortly 
after. Had it not been for the timbers that 
caught him he would probably have fallen 
200 feet when the consequences may be 
imagined. 
 
The Daily News (Nelson), 22 Apr 1902: 
Phair – St. Elmo Davis, Sandon 
 
The Paystreak, 26 Apr 1902: St. Elmo 
Davis left for the south on Tuesday. He 
intends to spend a few months in 
Virginia visiting at the old homestead. 
 
Mining Review, 23 Aug 1902: Item about 
Harris’s return and the Reco, followed 
by: “Mr. St. Elmo Davis, the foreman, has 
returned to take charge of all work now 
to be done.” 
 
St. Elmo Davis shown in Hotel Reco 
arrivals: Mining Review, 6/13 Sept, 11/18 
Oct, 22 Nov 1902, 31 Jan, 7/14/28 Feb, 
6/13/27 Jun, 4/11 Jul 1903 
 
The Ledge, 2 Jul 1903: St. Elmo Davis, who 
has been working a long shift at the Reco 
as foreman, is taking a vacation. 
 
The Ledge, 16 Jun 1904: St. Elmo Davis 
has gone back to Virginia to raise 
chickens and be happy. 
 
Washington Post, 4 Jun 1917: 
ST. ELMO DAVIS DEAD 



St. Elmo Davis, 46, a carpenter, died 
yesterday at his home, 420 North Alfred 
street [Alexandria]. His wife, a daughter, 
his father, L. Morgan Davis, and a 
brother, Mahlon P. Davis, survive him. 
He was a member of Potomac Lodge of 
Odd Fellows. The funeral will take place 
from his home at 5 p.m. tomorrow. 
 
UBC Special Collections, Barlee fonds, 
Box 3, File 13 
Reco payroll shows Elmo Davis as 
foreman, earned $81.75 for the month 
ending 31 Jan 1901, which was less than 
the blacksmith, who made $92. Elmo was 
paid $5 per day, compared to the miners 
who got $3.50. 
 
 


