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Love in Fauquier County

This being February, the month of Valentine’s Day, “from the Gott Library” is bringing you a love story — sort of. The
story comes from the research of FHPF Board member and faithful volunteer, Raymond Maguire, He says:

Volunteers working at the John Gott Library never know what new and fascinating treasures will appear during the
time spent examining old books, perusing family histories or delving into boxes of letters unread for generations.
Recently one such find occurred when at least two hundred letters written to Miss Golda Davis surfaced. She was born
in 1890 and grew up at Runnymeade near Orlean on Crest Hill Road. We think the founder of FHPF, John F. Gott bid
for the letters in an auction in 1972 and later donated them to our library.

Friends, relatives, and numerous interested and persistent male pursuers sent these letters to Golda beginning in 1902
and continuing until 1915. At times more than one young man, pledging his love, wrote to her simultaneously. In spite
of her young age a relative isolation in Fauquier County, Golda manifested the characteristics of a budding coquette.
She developed the skills of womanly intrigue to a fine art by delaying or not responding to the swains’ letters, not
appearing at dances even though she said she would go, or saying she would journey to see a young man but never
appearing at the train station. At least two physicians corresponded with her. One of them expresses intense love for
her in 1912, swearing he will always love her, wishes to marry her, and “will remain unsatisfied until we have a house.”
(He married another in 1913.)

Other letter-writing suitors offered to send a ring or send pictures; some enclosed poems; one even stuffed an envelope
with a passel of home-made paper hearts (examples of which adorn this story). At age 16 she received a letter from a
young man who told her to tell three other men, “you are my girl.” Some suitors advised her to “burn after reading”.
These letters, some coming from distant states, contain uplifting as well as heart rending plaints and show that, even
though written at least a century ago, this young woman knew how to keep a number of young men not only attracted
and interested, but also uncertain about her intentions. We have no letters dating after 1915, but our imaginations
develop theories about the contents of those that might have been received between then and her marriage.

Golda married none of these suitors. Instead she waited until she was 47 years old, then chose a widowed dentist, Dr.
Joseph Pollock, whom she wed in 1938 at Runnymeade. They honeymooned in South America, traveling aboard the
Aquatania for an extended trip. Dr. Pollock practiced in Washington, D.C. and the made their home there until his
retirement. They then returned to live Vernon Mills, another Davis property near Runnymeade. Gold died in 1964 and
is buried at Arlington Nation Cemetery, as is her husband.
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If our readers have more information about the Davis family we’d
love to hear from you. Golda and her family lived at Runnymeade.
Her father was W. Golder Davis, and she had several brothers.

Golda Davis 1907, age 17 the hand-cut hearts below were mailed to Golda from a suitor,
shown with the envelope that bore them. Examples of the
hearts also adorn the article inside.
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